
 

Caroline Pignat 

is the two-time Governor Generalʼs Literary Award winning author 
highly acclaimed novels, non-fiction, and poetry. Her contemporary, 
historical fiction, and free verse novels for young adults explore 
character and conflict through multiple forms and points of view. Back 
in high school, Caroline wrote a short story that later became her 
novel Greener Grass, winner the 2009 Governor General’s Literary 
Award. The Gospel Truth, a novel in poetry, won her a second 
Governor General’s Literary Award in 2015. 

 Her freelance work includes fiction, non-fiction, poetry and 
educational resources for publishers such as Pearson, McGraw-Hill 
Ryerson, Fitzhenry and Whiteside, Nelson, and Novalis. Her work 
also appears in publications such as The Ottawa Citizen, the 
Vancouver Sun, Capital Parent, Focus on the Family and Chicken 
Soup for the Soul and she is a regular contributor to Living Faith Kids 
and Living with Christ. 

 Caroline speaks at literary festivals, library events, in classrooms and school assemblies, and at 
conferences such as: MASC Young Authors, MASC Teen Authors, Carleton University’s Creative 
Writing Camps, SCBWI’s Art of Story, and CANSCAIP’s Packaging Your Imagination. In 2012, she 
toured with TD Book Week in Montreal and was the 2016 Keynote at Saskatoon’s Literacy for Life 
Conference. She is a confident and engaging speaker with over 20 years experience teaching and 
engaging elementary, intermediate, and high school students and inspiring authors of all ages.

Picture Book

From sprouting seeds and buzzing bees to autumn 
art and winter’s white, there is a time and a purpose 
for every season. Let Caroline Pignat’s sparse 
poems and Francois Thisdale’s rich illustration 
excite your wonder at the harmony and beauty 
found in every stage of life. 
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“…a hymn to the earth by an accomplished poet.”
—Sheree Fitch



 

“Historical fiction at its best.”
-- Canadian Children’s Book News 

Historical Fiction

Unspeakable is a fictional story about the historic sinking of the Empress of 
Ireland on May 29, 1914 -- Canada’s worst maritime disaster -- with more 
passengers lost, than the Titanic. Ellie, the sole surviving stewardess, finds 
the courage to tell the story she’d never say, to the man she’d never tell, and 
discovers hope and healing in sharing the unspeakable. 

Red Maple Award --  Honour Book, 2015  
 Shortlisted for: 

• BC Stellar Award, 2016 
• Geoffrey Bilson Award for Historical Fiction, 2015  
• CLA Young Adult Book of the Year, 2015 

Free Study Guide 
www.carolinepignat.com

Greener Grass 1847, Ireland. The potato famine enters its second year as 
British landlords raise rents and tumble cottages leaving thousands of Irish 
families homeless and overcome by hunger and disease. Kit Byrne, a 
young girl of fourteen, will do everything she can to save her family...but will 
it cost her soul?


Governor General’s Award Winner, 2009 
 Shortlisted for: 

• Geoffrey Bilson Award for Historical Fiction, 2010  
• CLA Children’s Book of the Year, 2009 
• Red Maple Award, 2010 
• Manitoba Young Readers’ Choice Award, 2010 
• Rocky Mountain Book Award, 2011

Wild Geese The sequel to Greener Grass follows Kit and Mick after 
fleeing famine-ravaged Ireland. Across the Atlantic aboard a “coffin 
ship,” through quarantine and into the heart of North America the two 
displaced teenagers endure storms, epidemics and discrimination. 
Desperate to find her family, Kit is willing to sacrifice everything, even 
her love for Mick, to reunite the remaining Byrne children.

Canadian Children's Book Centre, 2009 *Starred Choice* 
Canadashistory.ca recommended resource 

Shortlisted for: 
• Geoffrey Bilson Award for Historical Fiction, 2011 

Timber Wolf Mid-winter in the Canadian wilderness, twelve year-old 
Jack wakes to find himself alone, injured, and completely lost. He has 
no memory of how he got there or who he is. As he struggles against 
the elements for survival, he is soon discovered by an Algonquin boy. 
Together they learn about life, survival, and what it truly means to be a 
man of honour.


shortlisted for: 
•  Manitoba Young Readers Choice Award, 2013 
•  2011 IODE Violet Downey Book Award, 2011 

    
   Canadashistory.ca recommended resource  
   Ontario Library Association Best Bet's Honourable Mention

http://www.mcnallyrobinson.com/kids/browse/category/1079/
http://www.bookcentre.ca/news/shortlist_2012_violet_downey_book_award_announced
http://www.mcnallyrobinson.com/kids/browse/category/1079/
http://www.bookcentre.ca/news/shortlist_2012_violet_downey_book_award_announced





The Gospel Truth is a free verse novel told in the voices of six characters 
living at Whitehaven Plantation in 1858. Seen through the eyes of the master, 
his daughter, her maid Phoebe, the cook, the kitchen boy and a mysterious 
man from Canada -- truth is not so black and white.

Governor General’s Award Winner, 2015 
CLA Young Adult Book of the Year -- Honour Book, 2015 
  
Shortlisted for: 

• Red Maple Award, 2016 
• Geoffrey Bilson Award for Historical Fiction, 2015 
• Amy Mathers Teen Book Award, 2015  
• Ottawa Book Award, 2015 
• Snow Willow Awards, 2016

Egghead Katie and Devan see things very differently, but one thing is 
clear. Grade 9 life is hard -- especially when your best friend is a bully or a 
victim. Through the alternating points of view of Katie and Devan, Egghead 
encourages young readers to consider things from a new perspective. 

shortlisted for: 
• CLA Young Adult Book of the Year, 2009 
• Snow Willow Award, 2009 

Red Maple Award -- Honour Book, 2009

“…irresistible and satisfying.”Contemporary YA
-- Canadian Review of Materials 

Free Study Guide 
www.carolinepignat.com

Shooter A lockdown puts five grade 12 students in the boy's washroom. Told 
in five unique voices — through prose, poetry, text messages, journals, 
photographs, and homework assignments — each student reveals pieces of 
their story as they wait for the drill to end. But this modern day Breakfast Club 
takes a twist when they get a text that changes everything: NOT A DRILL!!      
Suddenly, the bathroom doesn't seem so safe anymore. Especially when they 
learn that one of them knows more about the shooter than they realized. 

Red Maple Award Winner, 2017 
John Spray Mystery Award Winner, 2017 

Shortlisted for: 
• Manitoba Young Readers Choice Award, 2018 
• Arthur Ellis Award, 2017 

Free Study Guide 
www.carolinepignat.com

Free Study Guide 
www.carolinepignat.com

Free Verse Novel “…powerful and poignant…”
-- Governor General’s Award Jury 


